South Shore Regional School Board


Occupational Health and Safety

Program Manual

Section 7

7.1 Emergency Evacuation of Disabled Students
Concern has been expressed about evacuation of some of our more severely physically disabled students during fire drills and during a possible emergency. Keeping in mind that:

· Some students may be located on the second or third floor of a building,

· That motorized wheel chairs may weigh as much as 200 pounds, that is is physically dangerous for the student in some cases to be lifter from the chair, and 

· That use of an elevator or a lift is prohibited in any alarm situation.

It is vital that a procedure be available to guide the evacuation of these students.

It is essential that the parents are made aware of the hazards involved and the steps that will be taken to provide the best possible protection for their children.

Although it would be impossible to plan in advance for every contingency, the following could assist you in providing that protection:

1. Determine safe havens for all disabled students in case of an emergency. In schools with several stories, the stairwells and landings on each floor may be the safest areas. Determine alternate sites in case the area chosen is affected by the emergency.

2. Assign at least 2 adults to stay with each student-one to remain with the student at all times and one to go for help if necessary.

3. Assure that the student is secured in the chair.

4. If there is evidence of smoke or fire, the student must be removed from the building. If staff has been informed that it could be dangerous to the student to lift him/her from the chair, the student must then be carried in the chair to safety. 

5. If it is permitted to remove the student from the chair, carry only the student to safety.

6. Remember that once people are evacuated from the school, they will not be permitted to return until the emergency is declared over.

7. Persons needing assistance to travel stairways shall be held in a safe haven until stairwell is cleared.

