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8.2.23 Floor Stripping

1. Place “Wet Floor”, “Do Not Enter” signs, or caution tape, as close to work location.  

2. Use fans and open windows in room.    

3. Wear chemical and nitrile or rubber gloves, safety footwear*, and splash-proof safety eyewear.  *For additional grip, shoe covers with traction pads can be added to shoes.  If not available, pieces of Doodlebug pads can also be used underfoot.  Move by sliding feet, not lifting foot off of the floor or pad.

4. Mix the stripping solution in the bucket, using the manufacturer’s instructions.  

5. Fill rinse buckets with clean cold water.  Avoid manual lifting and carrying buckets as much as possible, and use proper lifting techniques when lifting buckets.  Use only the quantity and mixture that you are capable of lifting.

6. Plan work in quartered sections of the room and moving from the corner outward.  Keep supplies in the outer areas and avoid walking over wet stripper as much as possible.  Apply stripper solution by flooding the floor in room quartered sections.  Mop solution spreading it over the section.  Mop using a small figure 8 motions.  Allow for a 15 minute “dwell time” (wet time) for the stripper to work.  

7. Agitate and scrub the floor using a rotary swing buffer with black stripping pad operating the machine on slow speed overlapping your passes.  Stand in dry or already scrubbed area of the floor keep track of where the cord is located.

8. Scrub the edges of the room using a Doodlebug with a black stripping pad and a scraper to remove wax build up near walls, baseboards, and furniture that was too heavy to be moved.  

9. Using a Wet/Dry Vacuum or Auto Scrubber clean the solution off of the floor.  You may also need to use the squeegee to push the solution away from you to a pick-up spot on the floor.  

10. Rinse the floor with one or two rinse buckets of cold water.  Mop using a small figure 8 motions. 

11. [bookmark: _gjdgxs]Dispose of stripping solution and “Old Wax” by pouring down the sink in the custodial closet or other designated area.  Ensure to flush the drain with cold water to avoid clogging each time.  Chemicals are not to be dumped outside or in storm drains.
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